Well, the Jack Staff Special was a huge success. Sold out 
within two hours on the shelves. Rave reviews. They were 
queueing round the block when | did the signing at the 
Manchester Forbidden Planet on the 19th Jan. 
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I'm sorry, | can’t go on. It’s lies, all of it, lies! I'm actually 
writing this three days before the Manchester signing, 
and the Jack Staff Special hasn’t actually come out yet. 
In fact it's starting to look dangerously close to being a 
comic signing without a comic to sign at the moment! It 


does give me a chance to tell you my ‘Manchester Comic 
Shop’ story 


wo 


ack in the days when you could get US comics at your local 
ewsagent, | was a student at Manchester Polytechnic 
e only comic shops | knew of were in London. One day, 
whilst walking the side streets of the city centre, | noticed 
a dinghy little shop with a few magazines in the window. 
rough the window | could see a spinner rack with Marvel 
and DC comics in it. And these weren't the ones you could 
get at the newsagents. They were imports, 2 - 3 months 
ahead of what | was already reading. Okay, they were 


PAUL GRIST charging cent = penny for the prices so | was paying 40p 


or a comic (yes, it was a long time ago), but that was the 


WRITER/ARTIST cost of the bus fare, and | could always walk home! 


What | didn’t know was that the shop was a porn shop. 
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ERIC STEPHENSON t 
COLOURS After a few months visiting the shop | noticed there was a 


curtained off room that seemed to attract some attention 
Perhaps that's where they have the back issues | thought. 


IMAGE COMICS, INC. So | had a look. And let’s just say, it wasn’t back issues 
> Erik Larsen - Publisher they kept there. 


Todd McFarlane - President 
Mare Silvestri - CEO 
dim Valentino - Vice-President 


eiceak : 7 The year | finished at the poly, the first real comic shop, 
doe Keatinge «PH & Marketing Coordnator Oddessy 7, opened, making comic buying the respectable 
occupation that it is today. 


Allen Hui - Production Mar 
‘Jonathan Chan - Prod 

Drew Gill - Production Arc ; _ 
www.imagecomics.com Hello to all those who did come to the signings at 
Manchester and the Sheffield Space Centre last month 
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HE'S BEEN FOLLOWING 
ME FOR QUARTER OF 
AN HODR NOW. 


I GUESS 
Yov'D 
CALL ME A 
VILLAIN 


WAITING FOR THE 
MOMENT. THIS IS IT. 
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HALEWAY DOWN THE 
GENNEL. ISOLATED. 
NO ONE TO HEAR ANY 
CRIES FOR HELP. NOONE 
TO COME TO THE RESCUE. 


THERE'S NOWHERE To 
ra TURN . NOWHERE TO 
HIDE. TRAPPED. 


LIME T SAID - IT 
DEPENDS ON ¥. 
POINT OF VIE 


ALL 
OUR 
WV 


ALRIGHT Y 

LAD - THIS 
‘ERE LAND 
APFENS T'BE 
THE PROPERTY OF 


KING OF THE 
PIRATES 


AN’ 

J DON'T 
REMEMBER 
INVITIN' THE 
LIKES OF YOU 
‘ROUND FER 
AFTERNOON 
TEA fn’ A 


PIECE 0’ CAKE 


so 
STATE YET 
NAME AN’ 
BUSINESS 
YER LITTEL 
CABIN RAT 


} / WELL NOW 
eee | 


AME TCARVE |78 


ALWAYS 
THERE 


AND THEY SAILED OFF 
WTO THE SUNSET IN 
SEARCH 


Ww 
ADVENTDRES/ 


IND THAT'S THE STORY OF HOW 


Al 
ZIPPER AND HIS GANG DereATeED 
THE PIRATE KING AND STOLE HIS 
TREASDRE / 


XSEE TACKSTAFF # SAND 4 FOR FULL DETAILS / 


i Say HELLO” 
PACTUE Mico NESTE. al BOY OMISTER 
=stto—| OWN SUPERVILLAIN, PUNCH! 
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HE'S Just A 

BARGAIN BASE- 
MENT JOKER 
FROM THE BAT- 
MAN COMICS, 


With BELLS ON. 


AND THAT'S . 
eae | WGchy Sea NL vines 
STARTS NEW DRES: 
RINGING... SPEAKING.» WBOUT THE DOG 
WANTS 
SAUSAGES 


OKAY --- 
IM 
LISTENING, 


16 GOOD 10 Be Seer Some 

10 

0° FE. MONEY BoYs 
AND GIRLS7 


Hat's RIGHT 
MISTER 
PUNCH IS GOING 


ToTHE BANK! 


ATOMIC BATTERIES 
TO POWER SUPPLY... 


AFTER TWENTY 
MINUTES 1'M 
THINKING MAYBE 
SOMEONE'S 
HAVING A LAUGH. 
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GOOD EVENING} DOES SIR I wAsS ; 
LET'S SEE... | PERHAP 
OF oiere estes Y 7 THERE SHODLP) Me MEANTIME 
UPPERS. | RESERVATIONZ| OF M BE A TABLE {SiR COULD GWE 
; --- | YOU COULD | FREE AT NINE. 
SQUEEZE 


Z en D7 


HAVE 
DON'T : 
COME_RUN- if ; 00K. 
NING 10 SIR DON'T \ 
NEXT TIME = 7 WORRY ABODT 
BI YOUNEEDA oY | pa EDMUND, a" 
Pe BvILoER! F HE'S ALWAYS 
. y 5 \ HAPPY TO DO T DIDN'T’ 
ce 5 Ke A LITTLE EALISE THE 
é ‘ SQUEEZING MS |\“cENTLEMAN' 
iT \ < 


WELL JM 
ES axe Sue 
ARRANGEMENT 

ABouT THE 

TIE, CAN'T 


T usé0 
TO KNOW THIS 
GUY, V'KNOWZ 
HE WAS A 
BRICKIE. BIT 
OF A RUNNER 


joo I 
REMEMBER. 


E 
\TALL IN AND 
SAN'S HE'S 
OPENING 
Bue His OWN 


- RESTAURANT. fala 
I FIGURED 
HE'D BE 
BACK ON THE 
BUILDING 
SITE WITHIN 


IT'S ALL 
VERY 
Py) = WORKING 


CLASS HERO 
W 


ORDINARY 
BUILDER, 
ARE YOU 


IVE GOT CERTIFICATES] | (15 NOT REALLY YOUR 
AND FULLY COMPLY | [BDILOING QUALIFICATIO 

WITH ALL THE LATEST J JEM INTERESTED IN 
REGULATIONS... 4 J. MISTER SMITH. 


11'S A BLOODY USELES ‘ 
TELEPORTER! J KEEP ae: JON 
Ke A 
aa DOES A PUNCH mess. 
; A}. LIKES ( 
HAH! THING: < { 
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HEALTH inseecroe 


COME ON ZIPPERS 
PO SOMETHING’ 


PHONE 'S 
USELESS. 
THE STAFF. 
FCAT 
BATTERY. 


YOU'VE BEEN READING 
ABovt ie ALL YOUR 
Eises 


STO? 
READING! 


COME ON ZIPPER / 
THIS 15 YOUR TIME / 
YOOK MOMENT / 
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/ "HANDLE 
VE-RY = THE STICK 
GOOD! 7 WELLS 
Se a p JOST 
\) 
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ASB 
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“| OVER7 


my 
DISTRACTION _ GAVE 
must Have JACK STAFE 
ENOUGH 
Time TO 


WORKED 


NO ONE TO 

HEAR ANY. 

CRIES FOR 
HELP. 


NO ONE 10 
COME TO 


Be] THE RESCUE, 


I DON'T 00 THE 
‘SpPER STUFF’ 
NOWADAYS. 


1M 100 OLD TO PLAY 
DRESS DP ANY MORE. 


BUT THESE THINGS 
HAVE AWAY OF 
COMING BACK AT 
YOU. ONCE YOU'VE 
PLAYED WITH 
THE TOYS YOU 
CAN'T POT 
THEM BACK 
\N THE ! 
BOX. 


THIS WASN'T A RANDOM 
MUGGING, THIS WAS 
PLANNED. FOR ME. 


SOMEONES GONE TO 
ALOT OF TROUBLE 
10 DELIVER A ati 


peas Sa wae 
GAM ME? 


CONGRATULATIONS 
MISTER CHINARD 


YOU'VE PASSED THE 
ADDITION 


Okay, pay attention, this might get a bit tricky. Remember 
the car radio. It’s all about the car radio. 


Wybourn steals the car radio, but before the police come 
to pick him up, he passes it onto Carter Knowle. Whilst 
locked up in a Police cell overnight, Wybourn meets Bill, 
a Burglar arrested after a run in with local villain, Norton 
Woodseats. Together they gatecrash the launch party for 
a major redevelopment of the Canal Wharf site. A party 
which comes to a sudden end when the body of Carter 
Knowle is pulled out of the canal. 


Wybourn and Bill return to Wybourns flat, only to be 
attacked by the original owners of the car radio (you do 
remember the car radio, don't you?), but they escape into 
he night. 


That evening local reporter Firth Park finds herself arrested 
after a drunken night out with fellow reporter Walkley 
Bank, and a vagrent called Tinsley Viaduct. When she is 
released the following morning she is handed a carrier bag 
that she was holding when she was arrested (she doesn’t 
remember, but it originally belonged to Tinsley Viaduct). 
When she gets back to her office she opens the bag to find 
it contains a car radio. Yes, that car radio. See, | said it 
was important! 


At the same time as Firth finds the radio, the newspaper 
offices are stormed by a wrestler called the Spider who 
challenges the Council Leader Grey Stones to a wrestling 
match to decide the future of the City Hall, which is 
threatened with closure as part of a recent round of 
council cutbacks. 


Later that day, Wybourn gets a visit from The Spider and 
his fellow wrestler, The Masked Marvel. They unmask, 
only to reveal that they are the two people who originally 
owned the car radio. Before Wybourn stole it. 


That should do it, now read on... 


“ALRIGHT RS AN 
MISSY- ENR 


YOU'RE SN 
NICKEDI’ WINS 
KW 
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-- shh.- 
HERES A 
SECRET... 


{ SAW 


YOUR PAL HE ASKED OF COURSE 
CARTER ME TO LOOK 1 PROMISED 
AFTER THIS HIM - 1 SAID 
IN THE PUB PARCEL HE HAD V0 GUARD IT 
THE OTHER 2 SAID IT WAS WITH My 
NIGHT IMPORTANT. LUFE . 


KNOWLE 


\\ 
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| ASSURED 
HIM NO 

NEVER LET 
IT OUT OF 
MY SIGHT. 


BACKGROUND Mm”, / 


FEATURE 


PROFILE OF COUNCIL 
LEADER GREY STONES 
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COUNCIL LEADER GREY STONES 
once said ‘In this line of” 
work, iF people like what 
youre doing, then youre 
not doing yoorjeb properly” 


With council facilities such 
as swimming pools, public 
toilets and Ttbaries now 
threatened with closure, 
the bin strike entering 
its fifth week and now 
with the popular City 
Hall facing a bill afnearty 
y) 4 million pounds for 
A W electrical repairs, Mr 
Wl Stones iS tobe congrat - 
ulated on 4 job well dme. 
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THE CITY WAS IN 
DIFFICULT TIMES, 
HE KNEW THAT, BUT 
HE WAS IN CONTROL. 
HE WAS ON TOP 
OF THINGS. 


BUT THAT WAS 
BEFORE HE GOT 
THE PHONE CALL. 
A MUFFLED VOICE 
TALKING ABOUT 


LEAVING COUNCIL 
LEADER GREY STONES 
SUDDENLY OUT OF 
WIS DEPTH, SPLASHING 
ABOUT IN CONFUSION. 


CLOSED DOORS. 


THAT WAS TWO DAYS 
AGO, SINCE THEN 
HE'D HEARD 
NOTHING MORE. G % 
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MAYBE IT WAS 
SOMEONE HAVING 

A TOKE. MAYBE = 
IT WAS A HOAx i) 
-e- A DREAM, — 
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THAT WAS IT, HE'D JUST 
" BEEN LETTING HIS 
i ee IMAGINATION RUN AWAY, 
a J om era 2 De< 
a-7 se ——- =. _> —_! 
So x ws NX 
by \ 
AFTER ALL, HOW MUCH OP 
COULD THEY POSSIBLY Yah a 
KNOW7 HOW MUCH NN Qy * 
COULD THEY REALLY , ; 
HAVE ON HIM7 — 4 sink 
NZ THE 
WANN XS ON Ten 
Ss . 
; \ \ 


THEN THE PHONE 
RANG AGAIN AND 
HARPOONED THAT 
SMALL DINGHY 

OF HOPE. 


MUFFLED VOICE 
WANTED TO MEET 
WITH THE COUNCIL 
LEADER - TO SEE 
\F THEY COULD 
come TO SOME 
AMICABLE 


ARRANGEMENT, 


NR 
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The 47 year old leader of 
the Council was elected 

to office three year’s ago. 
A popular choice, his 
promise was to rebuild 
services which had been 
neglected for years. 


SS 
3S 


SS 


His slogan was ‘Make 
the City work for the 
people “work people work 
for the city. 


Since then, covrcil taxes 
have risen to their high- 
est ever level at the 
same time as services 
have become more and 
More stretched. 


Mr Stones has seen 
his popularity level 


fall to an all time low. 


The eldest son of a steel 
worker, Stones was a 
reluctant politician. From 
an early age he was 
involved ipt what might 
be called ‘Grass Koots 
Politics’, campal nine 
for local people. Coca 
causes. 


Now it seems his position 
has distanced him from 
the concerns and needs 
of the people he originally 
entered the political 
arena to represent. 


THE MEETING 

WAS TO GE AT 

THE CITY HALL é 

A THIRTY SECOND F 

WALK FROM THE ight 
TOWN HALL. 


Grey Stones has never 
been one to shy away from 
confrontation A quality 
which has won fim 
fespect if not Friends 
over the year's, 


A WALK WHICH HAD TAKEN 

THE COUNCIL LEADER HALF But as rebbish bins over 

AN HOUR TO COMPLETE. {low onto our streets , 
threatening the health 
aud well being of the 
city and its “People, 
perhaps we should 
wedge our leader's on 
their ability to vnite 
people in a Common 
cause or goal, hot by 
how much they alienate 
people , forcing them 
to choose sides in a 
Fight noone wants to 
Jake part in. 


BUT IT COULDN'T BE 
PUT OFF ANY LONGER. 
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TRYING TO 
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CONSIDER 
THIS YOUR 
CHANCE TO 
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h AMENDS, 
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RY so THEY 
Y ASKED ME 
IF | COULD 
N HELP THEM 
GET 


Look - 
(O REALLY 
UKE TO 
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UNDER THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
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